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Welcome to this year’s Theological Conference, Love Talks: Daring Conversations 
Toward Reconciliation. Through a combination of speakers, videos, shared 
experiences, displays, and some conversation, our day together could just change 
your life, your congregation … and hopefully your community. 

Let me capture your imagination: how would things be different if, as we often tell 
little children, we would “use our words?” At the heart of Reconciliation is The Word: 
Jesus. At the center of reconciling with others is the sharing of words: forgiveness, 
grace, mercy, contrition, repentance. Satan and sin separate: the nation, groups of 
people, families, congregations. The antidote to division, the way to reconciliation is 
not power, partisanism, or payback. The antidote is conversation: words, especially 
words about The Word. 

Are you ready to be done with division? Are you ready for reconciliation? Are you 
willing to “use your words?” In the end, love talks.   

We join together with expectation that our time together will help each of us to engage in daring conversations of 
reconciliation. 

“For Christ’s love compels us ... All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:14a, 18, NIV).

Thank you to Our Savior congregation for again hosting this conference. We are grateful to her 
leaders, volunteers, and Pastors Wangelin and Deneen.

...eyes on Jesus...

Rev. David A. Davis, President
Michigan District, LCMS

President’s Welcome

Keynote Speakers

MICHIGAN DISTRICT
LCMS

     P
EOPLE OF HOPE

...eyes on Jesus...

Rev. David A. Davis, President

Rev. Dr. Chad Lakies
Rev. Dr. Chad Lakies is the regional director for North America at Lutheran Hour 
Ministries. He previously served as department chair and associate professor of religion 
at Concordia University in Portland, Ore. Before that, he was involved in church planting 
in St. Louis. He holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy and psychology from the 
University of Michigan and an M.Div. and Ph.D. in systematic theology from Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. He regularly speaks at national and international conferences 
for pastors and church professionals and has published in several journals on the topic 
of faith and culture.

Deac. Dr. Tiffany Manor
Deaconess Dr. Tiffany Manor is the Managing Director of Human Care and Ministerial 
Support for the LCMS. She provides leadership for the development of human care initiatives 
and programs for nearly 6,000 U.S. congregations, over 1,500 educational institutions, and 
4 international regions. After a fi rst career in business, a B.A. in marketing, and studies in 
an MBA program, Manor received an M.A. from Concordia Theological Seminary and earned 
a doctorate from Bethel University. She regularly speaks on topics related to human care, 
sanctity of human life, health, and family issues.
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2024 Michigan District, LCMS Theological Conference

Love Talks: Daring Conversations Toward Reconciliation
Please visit the Exhibitors in the Sanctuary Lobby during breaks/lunch.

8:15 a.m.  Registration/Fellowship
8:40 a.m.  Music by Mr. Peter Prochnow 
8:45 a.m.  Opening – Rev. David A. Davis, President
9 a.m.  Video 
9:05 a.m. Session 1 – Rev. Dr. Chad Lakies
9:50 a.m.  Video 
9:55 a.m.   Session 2 – Deac. Dr. Tiffany Manor
10:40 a.m.  Break 
10:55 a.m.  Video 
11 a.m.  Session 3 – Rev. Mark Schulz
11:45 a.m.  Conversation 
12:15 p.m.  Lunch 
1 p.m.  Video 
1:05 p.m. Session 4 – FLAME
1:50 p.m.  Conversation
2:15 p.m.  Panel Discussion
2:50 p.m.  Final Comments / Closing Prayer

Compassion Ministry 
Thank you for your donations to the Our Savior, Lansing Food Bank and the St. Luke, Haslett Coat Bank

Schedule

Video recordings of sessions will be available after the conference. 
You will be notifi ed by email of their availability. 
A conference evaluation will be emailed to you today or scan the QRcode; please 
take a moment to share your comments with us. Thank you.





FLAME
FLAME is a GRAMMY® nominated and Stellar Award-winning hip-hop artist. He is a well-
versed leader in the Christian hip-hop scene with a growing list of accolades. He was born 
and raised in the inner city of St. Louis, Mo. He has released 9 albums to date under his 
own imprint. For over a decade, FLAME has traveled throughout North America and the 
Caribbean, Africa, Europe, and Asia performing music that has impacted the masses. In 
addition to touring, writing, recording, and co-producing his own projects, FLAME founded 
and helms Clear Sight Music, a boutique record label raising the bar in Christian hip-hop and 
beyond. He has an M.A. in theology with a minor in counseling.

Rev. Mark Schulz
Rev. Mark Schulz graduated from Concordia College in River Forest, Ill., in 1980 and was 
a junior high teacher, youth leader, and athletic director for 12 years before attending 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. Following seminary, he served three different 
congregations as pastor. He retired from full-time ministry in 2021. He continues to be 
involved in ministry, focusing on helping individuals and churches show God’s love and 
grace to the LGBTQ community.



#theological24	 Michigan District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod                 5

Session 1 Notes
The Madness of Reconciliation

  Rev. Dr. Chad Lakies
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Visit our Exhibitors in the Sanctuary Lobby	
	 Concordia Center for the Family | concordiacenterforthefamily.org
	 FLAME | clearsightmusic.com
	 LHM | lhm.org
	 Michigan District, LCMS | michigandistrict.org
	 Tiffany Manor
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Life as a Peacemaker, Living Differently Than the World
Deac. Dr. Tiffany Manor

Opportunities

Emotions

Relationships

Scripture Passages
	
	 2 Corinthians 5:14  

	 Romans 8:9–10 

	 James 5:16  

	 Colossians 4:5–6  

	 Matthew 5:9  

	 1 Peter 3:15–16  

	 Matthew 7:3–5

	
	 Psalm 32:1–2  

Session 2 Notes
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	 Psalm 103:11–12  

	 Romans 4:25–5:2 

	 Romans 8:1  

	 2 Corinthians 5:21  

	 1 Peter 2:24  

	 1 John 1:7–9  

	 1 Peter 2:24  

	 John 3:16–17  

Reflection Questions

What opportunities do you see to focus on God, to serve others and grow in Christ when there is conflict? 

How do you speak forgiveness to those around you? 
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Join a Ministry

michigandistrict.org/joinaministry

The Michigan District welcomes volunteers on a regular basis at several ministries 
around the state. Take a look at our volunteer opportunities, complete an interest 
form online, and you will be contacted by someone from that ministry!

Make a difference in another’s life today!
MEALS PRE-NATAL CLINIC TUTORING
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Session 3 Notes
Graceful Conversations - Talking to LGBTQ Family and Friends

Rev. Mark Schulz

Recommended Reading

Understanding Gender Dysphoria: Navigating Transgender Issues in a Changing Culture by Mark Yarhouse

Emerging Gender Identities: Understanding the Diverse Experiences of Today’s Youth by Mark Yarhouse

People to Be Loved: Why Homosexuality Is Not Just an Issue by Preston Sprinkle

Messy Grace: How a Pastor with Gay Parents Learned to Love Others Without Sacrificing Conviction by 
Caleb Kaltenbach

Messy Truth: How to Foster Community Without Sacrificing Conviction by Caleb Kaltenbach

Us versus Us: The Untold Story of Religion and the LGBT Community by Andrew Marin

Heavy Burdens: Seven Ways LGBTQ Christians Experience Harm in the Church by Bridget Eileen Rivera

Torn: Rescuing the Gospel from the Gays-vs.-Christians Debate by Justin Lee

Transforming: The Bible and the Lives of Transgender Christians by Austen Hartke
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Session 4 Notes
FLAME
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







Stay current on Lutheran news from around the state, connect with 
fellow Lutherans, and be inspired in your daily Christian living. 

facebook.com/milcms      instagram.com/milcms
twitter.com/milcms
facebook.com/milcms      instagram.com/milcms
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HEALTHY WORKERS

continued on page 2

Getting to Know Our New District Presidentby Elisa L. Schulz
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David A. Davis was born on September 13, 1957 in Flint, Mich. He is the middle child, having one older sister and one younger sister. He grew up in Grand Blanc, as did his wife Sallie. Davis says his wife’s family always went to church, whereas his didn’t go very often. But there was a really great youth direc-tor who got him far more involved in the church and would eventually encourage him to become a pastor.
Davis started college at Central Michigan University but, he says, “I was having such 

Table of Contents
Healthy Workers Great CompassionGreat CommissionChurch Extension FundLLL/LWML

News and EventsSpecial RecognitionCalls and Roster UpdateCalendar of Events

©2022 Michigan District, LCMS, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Michigan In Touch is published 

monthly by the Michigan District and inserted into The Lutheran Witness and distributed 

to subscribers 11 times a year. It is also available online at www.michiganintouch.com.

Reproduction of articles is permissible with written permission of the Michigan District 

Communications Department and should give credit to Michigan In Touch. References 

to resources and websites for further information are included in Michigan In Touch for 

the potential use by individuals and congregations. Resources not associated with or 

published by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or Concordia Publishing House® may 

contain helpful programmatic information but may vary in doctrine from The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod. Please use discretion or consult your pastor on doctrinal issues. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the English Standard Version (ESV).

Rev. David A. Davis, PresidentDebby S. Fall, Editorial Manager

Michigan District, LCMS3773 Geddes RdAnn Arbor, MI  48105

Official Periodical of the Michigan District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri SynodNovember 2022, Volume 21, No. 10ISSN: 1538-8115 (print) ISSN: 2331-8619 (online) 

michigan
IN TOUCH

michigan
IN TOUCH

michigan
Linda M. Ekong, Art DirectorElisa L. Schulz, Staff Writer/Copy Editor

888.225.2111
intouch@michigandistrict.orgmichigandistrict.org

1
4
8
10
12
13
15
20
20

continued on page 2continued on page 2

Ph
ot

o 
by

 E
lis

a 
Sc

hu
lz

/M
ic

hi
ga

n 
Di

st
ric

t, 
LC

M
S

13, 1957 in Flint, Mich. He is the middle 
13, 1957 in Flint, Mich. He is the middle child, having one older sister and one younger 

child, having one older sister and one younger sister. He grew up in Grand Blanc, as did his 
sister. He grew up in Grand Blanc, as did his wife Sallie. Davis says his wife’s family always 
wife Sallie. Davis says his wife’s family always went to church, whereas his didn’t go very 
went to church, whereas his didn’t go very 
went to church, whereas his didn’t go very often. But there was a really great youth direc-
often. But there was a really great youth direc-tor who got him far more involved in the church 
tor who got him far more involved in the church and would eventually encourage him to become 
and would eventually encourage him to become a pastor.

Davis started college at Central Michigan 
Davis started college at Central Michigan University but, he says, “I was having such 

“I was having such 

michiganintouch.com    1

A publication of the Michigan District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

The Lutheran Witness Michigan District, LCMS Supplement

Table of Contents
Healthy Congregations

Great Commission

Healthy Workers

Great Compassion

Church Extension Fund

Great Compassion

LLL
News and Events

Calls and Roster Update

Calendar of Events

©2023 Michigan District, LCMS, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Michigan In Touch is published 

monthly by the Michigan District and inserted into The Lutheran Witness and distributed 

to subscribers 11 times a year. It is also available online at www.michiganintouch.com.

Reproduction of articles is permissible with written permission of the Michigan District 

Communications Department and should give credit to Michigan In Touch. References 

to resources and websites for further information are included in Michigan In Touch for 

the potential use by individuals and congregations. Resources not associated with or 

published by The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod or Concordia Publishing House® may 

contain helpful programmatic information but may vary in doctrine from The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod. Please use discretion or consult your pastor on doctrinal issues. 

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the English Standard Version (ESV).

Rev. David A. Davis, President

Debby S. Fall, Editorial Manager

Michigan District, LCMS

3773 Geddes Rd

Ann Arbor, MI  48105

Official Periodical of the Michigan District 

of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

January 2023, Volume 22, No. 1

ISSN: 1538-8115 (print) 

ISSN: 2331-8619 (online) michigan
IN TOUCH

Linda M. Ekong, Art Director

Elisa L. Schulz, Staff Writer/Copy Editor

888.225.2111
intouch@michigandistrict.org

michigandistrict.org

1
3
4
6
8
10
12
13
16
16

IN TOUCH
The Lutheran Witness Michigan District, LCMS Supplement

IN TOUCH
A publication of the Michigan District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

A publication of the Michigan District of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod

The Lutheran Witness Michigan District, LCMS Supplement
IN TOUCHmichiganmichiganJanuary 2023

HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

continued on page 2

Really Synod?
by Rev. David A. Davis

©Mimadeo/iStock   

As you know, “Synod” means walking 

together. Literally it is to be on the same 

road. When we in The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod hear that word, our inner GPS 

dials up St. Louis and the International Center. 

That needs recalibration.

It is important to remember that Synod starts 

here, in your community, in your circuit. 

The journey of walking together in faith and 

faithfulness as followers of Jesus begins locally.

And now more than ever.

Share pictures and stories at
 #miLCMS

CONNECT WITH THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT

VISIT OUR RESOURCE PAGE FOR PRIOR 
THEOLOGICAL CONF. VIDEOS, WEBINARS, & MORE!

michigandistrict.org/resources

LIKE WHAT YOU SEE AND HEAR?
Support Michigan District ministries such as this conference. 
Contact: Laura Thomas, Development Department; 734.665.3791

michigandistrict.org/blog
Michigan District blogs support the District’s critical targets: Great 
Commission, Great Compassion, Healthy Congregations, and Healthy 
Workers. The blog can be easily shared through social networks and 
email. We are always looking for guest writers; to submit your article 
visit michigandistrict.org/storybucket.
The Michigan In Touch supplement to The Lutheran Witness is 
the printed version of the blog. It also contains news and events. 
Discount subscriptions are available. For more information, visit 
michigandistrict.org/lutheranwitness.





GET THE LATEST NEWS
Subscribe to the Michigan Minute E-News

michigandistrict.org/enews


