CONSTITUTION OF
_________ Lutheran Church, City, Michigan


PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, it is the command of our Lord Jesus Christ that we, His disciples, should preach the Gospel to the whole world (Mark 16:15; Matthew 28:18-20); and

WHEREAS, Christians should worship and continue in fellowship with those who profess the true faith (Acts 2:42; Hebrews 10:24, 25); and

WHEREAS, they should endeavor to keep the unity of faith (Ephesians 4:3-6; I Corinthians 1:10); and 

WHEREAS, as a body, they should administer the Office of the Keys (John 20:21-32; Matthew 18:17-20); and

WHEREAS, in such body all things should be done decently and in order (I Corinthians 14:40);

THEREFORE, we, the members of ________ Lutheran Church, herewith adopt the following Constitution and By-Laws according to which all affairs of this congregation, both spiritual and material, shall be conducted.  

Article I	Name

  Sec. 1	The name of this congregation shall be ___________ Lutheran Church, City, Michigan.

  Sec. 2	This congregation shall be incorporated as an ecclesiastical corporation, not for profit, under the laws of the State of Michigan.

Article II    Purpose

 Sec. 1	The purpose of this congregation shall be to reach the lost with the saving message of salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  The congregation will achieve its purpose by giving honor and glory to God, ministering to God’s people through Word and Sacraments, loving our neighbors and proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ through an energetic mission activity in the ________ area and throughout the world.  As a community of believers, we seek to manifest the unity of our faith in Jesus Christ as God and Savior and equip each other through the religious instruction of all its members in accordance with the confessional standard of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.

Article III	Confessional Standard

Sec. 1	As a Lutheran congregation of God's people, we accept all the prophetic and apostolic scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired Word of God and as the only trustworthy and reliable authority in all matters of faith and life, doctrine, and conscience.

  Sec. 2	We also accept all the confessional writings contained in the Book of Concord, 1580, as a faithful exposition of Christian doctrine drawn from God's Word:  The Apostles', Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, The Smalcald Articles, Luther's Large Catechism, Luther's Small Catechism and The Formula of Concord.

Article IV	Affiliation

 Sec. 1	This congregation shall be affiliated with The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod as our advisor as long as that synod remains true to the Word of God and the Lutheran Confessions.

Sec. 2	We agree to support by our spiritual and material resources the God-pleasing endeavors undertaken by The Michigan District-LCMS and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.

  Sec. 3	Disaffiliation:  A vote by written ballot is required by the voters (Article V, Sec. 1-B1; Article VI, Sec. 2C) to cause disaffiliation.

Article V	Membership

Sec. 1	Members of the congregation shall conform their lives to the rule of God's Word, and to that end make diligent use of the means of grace, exercise faithful stewardship of the many gifts and talents received from God, impart and accept fraternal admonition as the need of such admonition becomes apparent, and be readily available for service in the Kingdom of Christ within and beyond the congregation.  This congregation recognizes two types of membership,  baptized and communicant;

	A.  Baptized members are all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God and who are under the spiritual care of the pastor of this congregation, including the children who have not yet been confirmed.  

B.  Communicant members are those baptized members who have been confirmed in the Lutheran faith, accept the confessional standard of Article III of this Constitution, are familiar with the contents of Luther's Small Catechism, and are not members of organizations whose principles and conduct conflict with the Word of God.
1.  Voting rights belong to those communicant members who have reached 
legal voting age in the State of Michigan and have read and signed the Constitution and its By-Laws.	

Article VI	Organization

   Sec. 1	Voters' Assembly
The Voters' Assembly shall be the governing body of this congregation and as such empowers the Church Council to administer and manage the day-to-day operations and affairs of the church that fall within the limits of the voter-approved operations budget for the year.

The voters shall not delegate any of the following responsibilities:  
A.  Annual total operations budget approval.
B.  Expenditures from the operating budget accumulating in excess of 10% of the total yearly budget, per category.  
C.  Filling all called positions.
D.  Excommunication of members.
E.  Purchase or disposal of land and/or buildings. 
F.  Changes to the Constitution or By-Laws.
G.  Disaffiliation from the LCMS.
H.  Dismissal of called workers.     
I.    Disbandment of the congregation.
J.   Ratification of Officers, Council members, and the Member-at-Large.   

  Sec. 2	Voting 
A.  A meeting of the Voters' Assembly called to conduct normal procedural business such as information reporting, ratification of officers, budget approval, establishment of boards, will require that these items above be approved by 51% of the eligible voters present at the meeting.  
B.   A meeting of the Voters' Assembly called regarding items of business considered outside normal operation of the congregation to include, but not be limited to, the addition of called workers, building expansion programs, capital expenditures outside of budget limits, securing of capital through a lending institution, and other items deemed outside of normal business operation by the Church Council will require a two-thirds (2/3) majority of written votes cast for passage.  If a quorum as defined above is not present, the meeting cannot begin, and the Council is authorized to call another meeting at a later date with a revised percentage of all eligible voting members required to constitute a quorum to conduct the meeting.  

C.   A meeting of the Voters' Assembly called to act upon items deemed critical by the Church Council will require at least four (4) advanced notices over at least four (4) weeks before the meeting and subsequent vote can take place. These items will include but not be limited to the following:

	  Article IV   Sec. 3    Disaffiliation from The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
	  Article VII  Sec. 2    Dismissal of called workers.
	  Article IX   Sec. 1    Disbandment of the congregation
	  Article X    Sec. 1    Amendments to the Constitution

The items above in Article VI Sec. 2C, Advanced notice may be written notices mailed through the U.S. Postal Service, placed in members' church mailboxes, announcement during weekly services, placement in the church bulletin or any combination of the above.

 Sec. 3	Church Council
Church Council will consist of the following voting members:  Chairman, Vice Chairman, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Member-at-Large, and the Head Elder as defined by the By-Laws of this Constitution and approved by the Voters' Assembly.  Pastor(s) will be ex-officio.

Article VII  	Called Workers

   Sec. 1	The Pastoral office shall be conferred upon those qualified persons who profess and are faithful to the confessional standards set forth in Article III of this Constitution and are certified by The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 

   Sec. 2	Called workers may be dismissed from office by our congregation for any of the following causes:
	    A.  Persistent adherence to false doctrine (Titus 1:9).
	  B.  Scandalous life without subsequent repentance (1 Timothy 3:1-7).
  C.  Inability to perform his or her official duties by the willful neglect of such duties or in the case of prolonged incapacity or general incompetence (I Corinthians 4:1-2).

Dismissal may be carried out only after personal admonition, conferring with the Michigan District President and the casting of a ballot in a Christian lawful order, in love, by the voting members.
(Article V, Sec. 1-B1), (Article VI, Sec. 2C).

Article VIII  Auxiliary Organizations

   Sec. 1	All auxiliary organizations within this congregation shall exist to assist the church body in its total ministry to the membership and to all those whom it can reach with the Gospel of Christ.  These groups may be organized only upon the authorization of the Senior Pastor and Council, who in turn will approve their policies and guide their activities.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of Senior Pastor, Church Council will assume these responsibilities.  Quarterly reports concerning their membership, work, and monthly financial reports will be submitted to the Council for review through the responsible boards.

Article IX	Ownership

   Sec. 1	If at any time a division should take place on account of doctrine, the property of the congregation and all benefits connected therewith shall remain with those communicant members who continue to adhere in confession and practice to Article III of this Constitution, as determined by the adjudication procedures of Synod.  

Sec. 2	If division takes place for any other reason, the property shall remain with the majority of the communicant members who continue to adhere in confession and practice to Article III of this Constitution, as determined by the adjudication of Synod.  

Sec. 3	In the event the congregation should dissolve, the property and all rights connected therewith shall be transferred to that District of the Synod in which the congregation held membership at the time of dissolution.

Article X	Limitations on Holding Office

   Sec. 1	Women may serve as officers and as members of the boards and the committees as long as these positions are not directly involved in the specific functions of the pastoral office (preaching, public administration of the sacraments, church discipline).  Accordingly, they shall not serve as pastor or as a member of the board of elders of the congregation.

Article XI	Amendments

   Sec. 1	Article III shall not be subject to amendment or revision.  All other articles of this Constitution may be amended by a vote at a regular or special meeting of the Voters' Assembly of this congregation by the voting members.
	(Article V, Sec. 1-B1), (Article VI, Sec. 2B), (Article VI, Sec. 2C).

