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Welcome to our Congregational Ministry Summit—laypeople and pastors from all over the 
District gathered together for learning, thinking, praying, and connecting with one another, all 
for the purpose of being better able to “Live to Tell About It.”

Peter wrote, “In your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15). He 
has two crucial points for us. First, our relationship with Christ should lead to a life distinctive 
enough in hope that people are curious about what drives such hope. Second, that when 
asked about such hope, we are prepared to share the message of Christ.

This summit will focus on those two aspects:
	 •		What	does	it	look	like	to	live	a	hope-fi	lled	life?
	 •		What	does	it	take	for	us	to	be	prepared	to	share	Christ?

Our lead speakers and all our sectionals will address these aspects either separately or together.

Through this initial Congregational Ministry Summit, and throughout the year, we are going to accent both being 
prepared to give an account of the hope we have and living in such a way that people become curious. Together, we 
are on mission—on Jesus’ mission of sharing His love and grace with a world that sorely needs it.

Thank you for attending. Thank you for your ministry in your local congregation. Thank you for your fellowship in the 
Gospel.

And thank you to St. Lorenz, its staff, and volunteers for hosting us.

...eyes on Jesus...

Rev. David A. Davis, President
Michigan District, LCMS

President’s Welcome

Keynote Speaker

MICHIGAN DISTRICT
LCMS

     P
EOPLE OF HOPE

...eyes on Jesus...

Rev. David A. Davis, President

Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler began serving with LHM as Speaker of The Lutheran Hour in 
October 2018. Prior to that, he served as pastor of Epiphany Lutheran Church (2014–
2018) and assistant pastor at Timothy Lutheran Church (2012–2014), both in St. Louis. 
Before	becoming	a	pastor,	he	served	as	an	aircraft	maintenance	offi	cer	in	the	Air	Force.

Michael grew up in a military family, living throughout the U.S., from North Dakota to 
Alabama,	Virginia	to	Colorado.	His	family	moved	eleven	times	before	he	fi	nished	high	
school	in	Springfi	eld,	Mo.	He	graduated	from	the	U.	S.	Air	Force	Academy	in	2001	with	
a general engineering degree and served 5 years in the Air Force. He left active duty in 
2006 to prepare to be a pastor at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, completing a Master 
of Divinity in 2010 and a Ph.D. in 2014.
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Rev. Dr. Todd Biermann
Executive Director of Concordia 
Center for the Family

Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP
Licensed Clinical Mental Health 
Counselor, Bible teacher, and 
speaker.

Rev. David Davis
President, Michigan District, 
LCMS

Rev. Dr. Randy Duncan
Pastor of Campus Ministry, 
University Lutheran Chapel, Ann 
Arbor

Rev. Randy Johnson
Director of District Facilitators, 
Michigan District, LCMS

Rev. Dan Meckes
District Facilitator, Michigan 
District, LCMS

Rev. Christopher Paavola
Senior Pastor, St. Mark, Battle 
Creek

Rev. Jim Richter
Pastor, The Vine, Walker

Eric Smith
Fitness and Conditioning Coach 
and Football Coach, Valley 
Lutheran, Saginaw

Rev. Dr. Scott Yakimow
Director of Mission Development, 
Michigan District, LCMS

Breakout Speakers
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2026 Michigan District, LCMS Congregational Ministry Summit

Live to Tell About It!
Please visit the exhibitors in the lobby during breaks/lunch.

WEC= Worship & Event Center   LC=Learning Center   AER=Adult Education Room   EC GYM= Early Childhood Gym  

8:45 a.m. 	 Registration/Fellowship							         	              WEC Lobby
9:15 a.m. 	 Opening | Rev. David A. Davis, Michigan District President			        WEC Auditorium
9:30 a.m.	 Keynote Session 1 | Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler					          WEC Auditorium
10:45 a.m.  	 Break 
11 a.m. 	 Breakout Session 1 | LIVE
		  Building Discipleship Muscle Memory | Rev. Dr. Todd Biermann	              WEC Auditorium
		  Pray What You See | Rev. Chris Paavola 						                  AER
	 	 Could This Have Been an Email? | Rev. David Davis	 	 	 	 	 	   LC	
		  Stronger Together: Working with Your Community					           EC GYM	
	     	 Rev. Jim Richter & Rev. Dr. Randy Duncan
11:45 a.m. 	 Lunch 								          	         WEC Lobby, AER, & LC
12:30 p.m. 	 Breakout Session 2 | TELL
		  Flexing Your Discipleship Muscles | Rev. Dr. Todd Biermann		             WEC Auditorium
		  Stop Scrolling, Look to Jesus: | Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP 					       LC	
		  Understanding Your Neighbor | Rev. Dr. Scott Yakimow					                AER	
		  Game On! Ministering To & Through Athletics | Eric Smith			       Classroom #148	
		  Common Hesitations in Speaking with Others						            EC GYM	
			   Rev. Randy Johnson & Rev. Dan Meckes
1:15 p.m. 	 Break
1:30 p.m. 	 Keynote Session 2 | Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler					          WEC Auditorium
2:30 p.m. 	 Final Comments / Closing Prayer							           WEC Auditorium

Compassion Ministry 
Thank you for your donations to the Life Clinic of Saginaw.

Schedule

Video recordings of sessions will be available after the conference. 
You will be notified by email of their availability. 
A conference evaluation will be emailed to you today or scan the QRcode; please 
take a moment to share your comments with us. Thank you.





Visit our Exhibitors in the Lobby	
	 Concordia Center for the Family | concordiacenterforthefamily.org
	 Lutheran Hour Ministries | lhm.org
	 Michigan District, LCMS | michigandistrict.org
	



6	 Live to Tell About It!

Keynote Session 1 Notes
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Junior High Gathering
July 28-30, 2026 | Frankenmuth, MI
michigandistrict.org/jrhigh26

Save the Date!
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Breakout Session 1 Notes
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Handout - Rev. Dr. Todd Biermann

3. What’s my purpose in between?

God’s Design
the beginning…

. ,

centerforthe
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Stronger Together: Working with Your Community - Live to Tell
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. … Live such good lives 
among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glo-
rify God on the day he visits us (1 Peter 2:9–12, NIV).

LIVE
What do you do to LIVE in such a way that people start seeing Jesus or wondering about Jesus or hearing 
about Jesus or are asking about Jesus?

We live a life of Love & Witness & Outreach in order to glorify God by loving our neighbor and making 
disciples.

“But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us 
to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. 15For we are to God the pleasing aroma of 
Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16To the one we are an aroma 
that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal to such a task?” (2 Corin-
thians 2:14–16, NIV).

1. 	 LIVE MEANS IT’S THE CULTURE OF THE CHURCH
	 The local “called out” people are obsessed with following Jesus in disciple making.  (Luke 19:10)

a.	 THE NORMAL IS RELATIONAL DISCIPLE MAKING– 
		  “Who is discipling you?”
		  “Who are you discipling?”

	 We believe that, as baptized believing children of God, we are called and empowered by God to 
	 be made and to make disciples who make disciples (Matthew 28:18–20).

	 CONNECT -> GROW -> BEAR FRUIT -> PLANT TREES

b.	 At our church, every disciple is taught and trained and expected to be a disciple maker.

	 What is a disciple?
	 i.	 A repentant believer in Jesus as Savior and Lord.
	
	 ii.	 And he said to them, “Come follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” (Matthew 4:19, Mark 1:17).
		  -	 One who is Invited – “Come…”
		  -	 One who is Following Jesus – “follow me”
		  -	 One who is Conformed by Jesus – “I will make”
		  -	 One who is ON MISSION with Jesus – “you fishers of men.”

OUR GOAL is not just to make believers.  
Our goal is to make disciples who make disciples.

Handout - Rev. Jim Richter
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2.	 LIVE MEANS IT’S A PERSONAL MISSION OF EACH OF JESUS’ PEOPLE
	 Each person of the local church is a deployed missionary of Jesus.  

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians 5:20, NIV).

	 a.	 Daily Devotion – Acts 2:42!
		  i.	 Seeking the Kingdom – (Prayer and faith in the work of our Risen With Us Lord) 
			   (www.theblessapp.com)

		  ii.	 Hearing Jesus – (Time in the Word and Prayer)

		  iii.	 Knowing Neighbors – (LOVE dies to self)

		  iv.	 Serving Neighbors – (LISTENING to God given opportunities to serve)

		  v.	 Bringing the Kingdom – (Pray Earnestly – Luke 10:2 – BRING THE KINGDOM 10:9 – heal the 		
			   sick – cast out demons – bring Good News.) 

		  vi.	 Discipling Neighbors – (Discovery Bible Study)
			   (Joining Jesus On His Mission by Greg Finke)

	 b.	 The Reluctant Witness: Discovering the Delight of Spiritual Conversations – Don Everts, Barna & 		
		  Lutheran Hour Ministries

	 c.	 Spiritual Conversations Kit – study with guide – LHM.org

	 d.	 Encouragement, Support, and Accountability – Our personal mission is connected to Jesus’ people 
		  for encouragement, support, and accountability. (Family, Group, Disciple Group (triad), Discipler,)

	 e.	 Resource Disciple Making - Discovery Bible Study (Book Mark; Onrock.net - Hearing the word and 
		  putting it into practice - email me if you want more information.

	 f.	 Measure it – (What you go for is what you will get. (Attendance, Baptisms, Giving, Buildings – vs 
		  Spiritual Conversations, Discipleship meetups)

3.	 LIVE MEANS BRINGING THE SHALOM OF GOD’S GOODNESS TO THE COMMUNITY WHERE WE LIVE –  
	 (Outreach) [see Jeremiah 29:4–14]

	 a.	 Community Events – Community Easter Egg Hunt, Memorial Day Parade, Summer Concerts, 
		  Pumpkin Bash, Winterfest

	 b.	 Community Service – Zinser School Quad Clean-up, Teacher’s Lounge Makeover, Vine Care Club 		
		  After School Program, Fire & Police Chaplaincy

		  •	 Millennials and Z’s care more about what you do than what you say. (IDEA – Instead of running 		
		  offering total in bulletin have a running total of Community Service Hours) 
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	 c.	 Walker Hope Collaborative – (Doing good together for the flourishing of our community.) Facilitate 	 	
		  a way to connect with neighbors and work alongside them for the good of our community. “Better 		
		  Together Kit” – study and guide LHM.org  & “hopefulneighborhood.org”

4.	 LIVE MEANS OUR CHURCH INVESTS IN THE FUTURE KINGDOM EXPANSION BEYOND US. 
	 Dave Ramsey – Live like no one else so you can give like no one else later.

	 a.	 Think Kingdom over Castle. 

	 b.	 Invest by planting some seed for future Gospel Outreach and Church Planting.

	 c.	 Harvest Partnership – Michigan - “Helping Michigan District churches partner together to plant new 		
		  churches.” (Harvest Table = 3 to 5 pastors or key leaders from 3–5 churches for 3 to 5 years or less 
		  in order to start new Gospel Outreach and/or Church plants together.)

	 	 i.	 Invest in 5 capitals – spiritual, relational, intellectual, physical, financial

		  ii.	 10:02 Daily Kingdom Prayer – Luke 10:2

		  iii.	 1.5 hour Once a month in-person gathering. Prayer, Witness and Outreach Focus, Seeking the 		
	 	 	 Kingdom – What is Jesus doing in our midst?

		  iv.	 30-minute Luke 10:2 prayer Zoom once a month.
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Breakout Session 2 Notes
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Handout - Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP
Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 

Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

What is your favorite app or game? 

How do you utilize the internet and technology?

Psychologists say social media is addictive,  
what do you say?  

What do you observe in yourself and others?
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

Social media, gaming, internet smart phone addiction leads to: 

• A decrease in grey matter volume in the frontostriatal pathway affecting organization, decision making,
and planning.

• A decrease in activity in the anterior cingulate cortex affecting motivation and learning.

• A decrease in melatonin and serotonin and circadian rhythm in hypothalamus affecting sleep.

• A decrease in grey matter volume in the amygdala affecting emotion and impulsive behavior.

• A decrease in grey matter in part of basal ganglia affecting planning, reward systems, learning and memory.

The is a positive correlation between  
the rise of smart phone use  

and suicide, depression,, and anxiety.  

Since 2010, the rate of major depression among 
young women has increased by 145% and among 
young men has increased by 161%. 

Since 2010, the rate of suicides among young 
men has increased by 35% and among young 
women has increased by 63.9%. 

These statistics have caused the surgeon general to 
come out with recommendations on use of social 
media, gaming, and technology due to the clear 
impact on mental health. 
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

We are all being:  

Formed by Christ    or    Formed by Culture

Our culture has unique challenges, but truthfully the same influences have been at work since the beginning 
of time. We all have influences for good and influences for evil in our lives.   

• We are all being formed. Formation is ongoing. It is intentional or unintentional.

• How is scrolling on YouTube, TikTok, Instagram, or your other favorite app influencing your formation?
How about your friends and family?

• How is gaming online influencing your formation?  How about your friends and family?

• What are the influences for bad or downright evil? What are the unique influences for evil in our culture?

• What are the influences for good? What are the unique influences for good in our culture?
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

From Hitler to Mother Theresa we are all being formed. The real question is, ‘who are we becoming like?’   
-Dallas Willard

• Who are you becoming like?

• Who do you want to become like?

Jesus speaks very clearly about the culture’s influence on us and our influence on the culture.  

He uses three illustrations to teach how to be faithful and how to be His friends & followers. 
He says we are like salt, light and branches.  

SALT: 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again?” (Matthew 5:13).

• How do we "season" our school, teams, or friend groups with Jesus’ love/truth?

• When is your "saltiness" lost or diluted (complacency, peer pressure)?

• How can we be ambassadors of goodness (stopping gossip, promoting kindness)?

• How can you "preserve" your online space from negativity (not spreading rumors, avoiding online fights)?

• What are practical ways to live differently without being preachy (kindness, honesty, serving)?
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

LIGHT: 

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14–16). 

• Where is the "darkness" in your world? (online bullying, hopelessness, gossip?)

• How can your life, even in small ways, be a "light" (integrity, helping someone, speaking truth)? What stops
you from shining (fear, shame)?

• Authenticity: Is your online self different from your real self?

• Integrity: How can you be who God created you to be online?

• Influence: If you choose to use social media, how can you use Snap Chat, TikTok, Instagram, etc., to share
God's truth/love (e.g., positive content, standing up for others)?

• Assertiveness & Boldness: How can you stand firm in your faith when friends mock it?

• What does "letting your light shine" look like in DMs, comments, or posts? (Kindness, encouragement,
sharing faith when appropriate, not hiding it.)

Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

BRANCHES:  

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love.  If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.   

This is my command: Love each other (John 15:1–7).

Your life is like a tree. The fruit you produce is a result of the vine or roots you are attached to.  
If you are attached to Jesus, abiding in Jesus you will produce the fruit of the Spirit. - Galatians 5:22–23

Transformational Change:  World Relief  

Fruit:  Results 

Branches:  Actions & Choices  

Trunk:  Values  

Vine/Roots:  Belief and Relationship with Jesus  

• What fruit are you producing in your life?

• What fruit do you want to produce?

• What are you ready to change to be more effective at being salt and light?
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

BRANCHES:  

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 
Now remain in my love.  If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.  I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you.  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go 
and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you.   

This is my command: Love each other (John 15:1–7).

Your life is like a tree. The fruit you produce is a result of the vine or roots you are attached to.  
If you are attached to Jesus, abiding in Jesus you will produce the fruit of the Spirit. - Galatians 5:22–23

Transformational Change:  World Relief  

Fruit:  Results 

Branches:  Actions & Choices  

Trunk:  Values  

Vine/Roots:  Belief and Relationship with Jesus  

• What fruit are you producing in your life?

• What fruit do you want to produce?

• What are you ready to change to be more effective at being salt and light?
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Stop Scrolling: Christ in your Anxiety, Loneliness & Rejection 
Autumn Casiglia, MA LLP, Christie Hansard, RN CM and Luke Esselman, MA DCE

Key Points: 

• Influence, not Perfection: you don't have to be perfect, just guided by the Holy Spirit.

• Distinctiveness: your distinct life in Jesus is what makes an impact.

• Be creative. Use your gifts to share Jesus’ love.

• Share what you are learning about Jesus. Focus on growing in relationships.

• Share what you are for more than what you are against.

• Jesus shared His love for people first before correcting. Jesus came to “set the world free not to condemn
the world” (John 3:16-17).

• … speak the truth in love, we grow to be mature in Christ (Ephesians 4:15).

• Presence: your presence (online and in real life) makes a difference.

• Glorify God: It’s about pointing to Him.

Easy one-liners: 

• I prefer to text or talk on the phone, or better yet, meet in real life.

• I stop social media, texting and gaming at___________. I need family time and sleep to function.

• Sorry, I need to focus when I am studying so I dock my phone from _________.

• I’m not so big on watching videos online and gaming, I find I am happier getting together in person.

• I used to spend ____________ time online, but I am happier spending ____________ time online.

• I am learning self-control. I am less connected online and more connected to friends and family.

• Would you want to join this You Version Bible study I am doing? Can I send you a link?

• Would you want to come to youth group, mission trip or service project? We can have a great time
together.

Free resources to start a small group at school or online or to support your devotional time with Jesus:   

https://alphausa.org/youth-ministry/ 

https://www.bible.com/verse-of-the-day 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/25447-dont-give-the-enemy-a-seat-at-your-table 

https://www.bible.com/reading-plans/51811-you-matter-teen-girls
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Keynote Session 2 Notes
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Calendar of Events 2026
michigandistrict.org/events 

FEBRUARY  2026
1	 Lutheran Hour Rally
	    St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth
5–6	 Snow Tire Conference
	    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
28	 State Basketball Tournament
	    Lutheran High Westland

MARCH  2026
1	 State Basketball Tournament
	    Lutheran High Westland
3	 Large Church Network
	    Location TBD
7	 Faith Family Reunion Retreat
	    Lutheran Church of the Lakes, Addison
14	 All Nations Celebration
	    St. Luke, Haslett	
17	 Board of Directors
	    St. Luke, Haslett

APRIL  2026
2	 Maundy Thursday
3	 Good Friday
5	 Easter
17–19	 The Katie
	    DoubleTree by Hilton, Bay City
22	 Administrative Professionals Day
26–28	 Office Personnel Conference
	    Bavarian Inn Lodge, Frankenmuth
29	 Call Day
	    Concordia Seminary St. Louis
30	 Call Day
	    Concordia Theological Seminary Ft. Wayne
30	 Admissions Counselor Workshop
	    Location TBD

MAY  2026
5–6	 West Pastors Conference
	    DoubleTree by Hilton, Battle Creek
12–13	 South & East Pastors Conference
	    Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth
13–14	 Circuit Visitors Conference
	    St. Lorenz, Frankenmuth
16	 Regional Track Meets
	    Various Locations
18	 Board of Directors
	    Zion, Auburn
19–20	 North & East Pastors Conference
	    Bavarian Inn, Frankenmuth
29–June 1  	 Synod Convention Floor Committees
30	 State Track Meet
	    Valley Lutheran High, Saginaw
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







Stay current on Lutheran news from around the state, connect with 
fellow Lutherans, and be inspired in your daily Christian living. 

facebook.com/milcms      instagram.com/milcms
linkedin.com/company/milcms
facebook.com/milcms      instagram.com/milcms
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HEALTHY WORKERS

continued on page 2

Getting to Know Our New District Presidentby Elisa L. Schulz
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David A. Davis was born on September 13, 1957 in Flint, Mich. He is the middle child, having one older sister and one younger sister. He grew up in Grand Blanc, as did his wife Sallie. Davis says his wife’s family always went to church, whereas his didn’t go very often. But there was a really great youth direc-tor who got him far more involved in the church and would eventually encourage him to become a pastor.
Davis started college at Central Michigan University but, he says, “I was having such 
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HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS

continued on page 2

Really Synod?
by Rev. David A. Davis
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As you know, “Synod” means walking 

together. Literally it is to be on the same 

road. When we in The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod hear that word, our inner GPS 

dials up St. Louis and the International Center. 

That needs recalibration.

It is important to remember that Synod starts 

here, in your community, in your circuit. 

The journey of walking together in faith and 

faithfulness as followers of Jesus begins locally.

And now more than ever.

Share pictures and stories at
 #miLCMS

CONNECT WITH THE MICHIGAN DISTRICT

VISIT OUR RESOURCE PAGE FOR PRIOR 
THEOLOGICAL CONF. VIDEOS, WEBINARS, & MORE!

michigandistrict.org/resources

LIKE WHAT YOU SEE AND HEAR?
Support Michigan District ministries such as this conference. 
Contact: Laura Thomas, Development Department; 734.665.3791

michigandistrict.org/blog
Michigan District blogs support the District’s critical targets: Great 
Commission, Great Compassion, Healthy Congregations, and Healthy 
Workers. The blog can be easily shared through social networks and 
email. We are always looking for guest writers; to submit your article 
visit michigandistrict.org/storybucket.
Sign up for Michigan In Touch!





GET THE LATEST NEWS
Subscribe to the Michigan Minute E-News

michigandistrict.org/enews


